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CHALMERIANA, 
PartIl. No. 3. 
(Continued from page 71%.) 

After our friend C. W. had conducted the 
Doctor to some others of our ecclesiastical re- 
mains, we returned home to dinner; C. W., 
J.C. D. and H. and L. B. joining our party. 
lt is always pleasant to watch the noble expres- 
sions of Dr. C.’s countenance, but he is often very 
quiet ina large party. I never sawa man who ap- 
peared to be more destitute of vanity, or less| 
alive to any wish to be brilliant. I even question 
whether he fully possesses the par sui estimatio. 
He was simple and agreeable that afternoon, but 
wade no peculiar efforts. In the evening we 
collected together in the drawing room, and he 
read to us the fourth of Romans. For his com- 
ment he selected the doctrine therein unfolded 
of righteousness imputed without the deeds of 
the law. 

Chalmers.—“ It is of the highest importance 
to us to distinguish between right and rightness. 
The former word is used in a legal and forensic 
sense, to designate the claim which we possess 
upon any privilege; but Rightness, from the 
adjective right, properly describes the conduct 
and character of the man. It is utterly impos-! 
sible for any man to obtain a right—a legal or 
forensic claim—for an entrance into future hap- 
piness, by any works of his own. Our works 
condemn us, for we are transgressors of the law ; 
and even had we never transgressed it, we 
should be unprofitable servants, in possession of 
no title at all to the everlasting reward. When 
we are justified by faith in the crucified Re- 
deemer, when the righteousness of Him who 
fulfilled the whole law is imputed to us, then 
do we become invested with our right to the 
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heavenly inheritance. A glorions interchange 
takes place between the Saviour and the sin- 
ner. On him was laid the burthen of our sins, 
and he bore the penalty of them. To us is as- 
cribed his perfect righteousness, and we reap 
the reward of it. Should you strive, ever so 
strenuously, to obtain that right in any other 
way, all your effurts would be fruitless—they 
would end in disappointment and confusion ! 
But unless there be a practical rightness as 
well as a legal right, you will never be fit fur 
the exercises and joys of Heaven. You must 
be made meet for your eternal inheritance be- 
fore you can enjoy it; you must yourselves 
be holy before you can be fitted for the happi- 
ness of which holiness is the substance. I may 
illustrate the doctrine in a very homely manner 
—I care not how homely, if I just make myself 
intelligible. An oratorio is about to be celebra- 
ted; a friend has given me a ticket of ad- 
mission ; and in virtue of the purchase he has 
made of it, [ am invested with a riyht of en- 
trance. But of what use will be my ticket of 
admission, if I have never cultivated an ear for 
music—if I have, on the contrary, an utter dis- 
taste for it? In such case the attendance on the 
oratorio would be to me a mere imprisonment 
—the sacred melody a penance and not a re- 
ward. Think of a man who is immersed in 
sensuality and in the spirit of the world;— 
what possible capacity can he have for the exer- 
cises and joys of heaven? We are to conceive 
of Heaven as of a state as well asa place. Were 
it possible that such a man should enter 
Heaven, it would be to him a prison—a drear 
abode of interminable irksomeness. But in 
point of fact, he cannot truly have any right of 
entrance. Our faith in Jesus can never be the 
means of imparting this right to us, unless it be 
of such a nature as to produce the rightness 
which qualifies for the enjoyment.” 

The next day was the Sabbath; a time of 
rest, and, I trust, of profitable enjoyment to us 
all, each pursuing, in this abode of liberty, the 
course of religious service most satisfactory to 
himself. Dr. Chalmers went with C. and R. to 
our Parish Church, with which he was pleased, 
and rested in the afternoon. We could not 
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grudge him this rest, for he had been much fa-| 
tigued in London and required the change. At 
the same time, knowing, as I do, his vast pow- | 
ers, and the eflicacy of his private ministry, I! 
much regret, for the sake of the public, that 
when in England he is excluded trom almost 
all pulpits. The discipline of the Church of, 
England prevents bis access to theirs; and his) 
strong views on the abstract tion of Ks-} 
tablishments, form a bar, in his own mind, to the | 
occupation of those of dissenters. How is it} 
that the systems of man so easily prevail in im-| 
peding the flowing forth of the word of Truth ? 
How is it that we are still su prone to put the | 
Spirit into buckram ? 
(To be continued.) 
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IMPORTANCE OF THE STUDY OF THE GREEK! 
TESTAMENT. 
BY JNO. H. DILLINGHAM. 


{Continued from page 710.) 

4. Such most thorough study of the original | 
Holy Writ is no substitute fo: the WITNESS oF} 
THE SPIRIT interpreting it. Far from it. I 
am only advising a faithfulness to the little + 1-| 
ready vouchsafed, that the Spirit may make us 
rulers over more. I am only reflecting eliae| 
though one cannot of himself heal his withered 
hand, Jesus does command, “ Stretch forth thy 
hand,” as a condition of the Divine healing. 
As we put forth to the utmost our abilities, 
“the Spirit helpeth our infirmities.” And 
here again I have the satisfaction of presenting 
words of Bishop Ellicott,* whose profound 
critical and grammatical exposition of the 
Greek text ‘‘ really marks an era,” it is said, 
‘in English sacred literature :” 

‘* Amidst all these details, I have, I trust, 

never forgotten that there is something higher 
than mere critical acumen; sometliing more 
sure than grammatical exactitude; something 
which the world calls the “theological sense,” 
but which more devout thinkers recognize as 
the assisting grace of the Eternal Spirit of 
God.” In another placet he says, “ There is a 
requisite, a necessary preparation for the study 
of the Scripture . . . . whichis of more 
value than all the rules and canons of the 
wisest interpreters in the world; that requisite 
and preparation is preliminary prayer. 
It is more than probable that the very simplest 
reader that takes his translated Bible on his 
kvees, and reads with prayer that he may un- 
derstand, will attain a truer and more inward 
knowledge of the words than will ever be} 
vouchsafed to him who, with all the appliances |. 
of philology and criticism, reads the original, ! 
but forgets to mark its holy character, and to} 
pray that he may not only read, but may also| 
Jearn and understand. ~ 


* Preface to Galatians, p. Vii., note. 
+ Aids to Faith, Essay ix. p. 481. 
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i shown how what wight seem the greatest diffi- 


'turted bas arranged itself in truest symmetry 
;and in the fairest perspective. 


| unlettered men had seen aright. 
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“ Ask, again,* the professed student of Scrip- 
ture, the scholar, the divine, the interpreter, 
one who to what we may term the testimony of 
the soul, in the case of the less cultivated read- 
er, can add the testimony of the mind and the 
spirit,—ask such a one whether increased fa- 
wiliarity with Scripture has quickened or ob- 
seured his perception of the Divine within it, 
whether it has led him to higher or lower 
fiews of inspiration. . . What is al- 
most invariably the answer? Deepened study 
has brought its blessing and its balm. It bas 











culties often turn merely upon our ignorance of 


one or two unrecorded facts or relations; it has 
condueted to standing points where in a moment 
all that has hitherto seemed confused and dis- 









lo many an 
obscure passage our student will tell how he 
has been cheered by being permitted to recog- 
inize and identify the commingling of human 
weakness and Divine power, the mighty reve- 
lation almost too great for mortal utterance, 
the “earthen vessel” almost parting asunder 
from the greatness and abundance of the heav- 
enly treasure committed to it. He will tell us 
again how in many a portion where the logicai 
connection has seemed suspended or doubtful,— 
in one of those discourses, for instance, of his 
Lord as recorded by St. John,—the true con- 
nection has at length slowly and mysteriously 
disclosed itself, how he has perceived aod real- 
ized all. For a while he has felt himself 
thinking as his Saviour vouchsafed to think, 
in part beholding truth as those Divine eyes 
beheld it; fora brief space his mind has seemed 
to be consciously one with the mind of 
Christ. All this he has perceived aud felt. 
And he will tell us, perchance, what has often 
been the sequel; how he has risen from his 
desk and fallen on his knees, and, with uplified 
voiee, blessed aud adored Almighty God for 
his gift of the Book of Life.” 

Let me not abate one whit the ancient decla- 
ration of our Society, that “the Spirit is the 
truest interpreter of the Scriptures, whether 
from the original languages or without them ;” 
so that iliterate men have said of certain quo- 
tations from the Eoglish translation, that the 
Spirit of God never said so, and Robert Bar- 
clay,} consulting the original, found that those 
Yet, by that 
very act he testified to a need of consulting the 
original to see what the Holy Spirit really had 

said. We maintain likewise with Barclay.{ 
jthat the Scriptures “are only a declaratioa of 
ithe fountain, and not the fountain itself.” 

| How important, then, subject to the Spirit of 
Truth, to hearken attentively and de -voutly to 






























































* Id. p. 470. 
+ Apology, Prop. x. p. 310. 
} Prop. iii. 
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what the true, origina! declaration of the foat-| 
tain does declare. Tor a translation is a de- 
fective declaration of a declaration. The 
searching recommended is not a superseding of 
the Spirit, but a seeking of it, a co worker with 
it, a clearing away the foreign rubbish that we 
may enter the inner shrine of the holy declara- 
tion. Acquaintance with Greek “ removes one 
of the films that have gathered over the sacred 
pige,’ and acquaintance with “that True 
Light” removes the films that have gathered 
over the spiritual understanding. As to the ha- 
man part of the work, it is well that it be not an 
unknown tongue in which the inspired writerg 
speak to us; “ For he that speaketh in an un- 
known tongue speaketh not uoto man, but unto 
God: for no man understandeth him ; howbeit 
in the spirit he speaketh mysteries.”* Let me 
strain my human sight to the utmost, [ canaot 
behold the Gospel view, unless it is illuminated 
with the light of heaven; but when the scene is} 
lighted up, [ behold many precious realities 
with my ‘naked eye; but shall I not in this 
same light resolve those mists yoader with this 
Greek telescope which my Father has shaped 
aud handed me? Shall [ not, while the day 
lasts, use this instrument to bring out a little 
more distinctly the features of that beautiful 
Hope there in the dim distance? or look at the 
filling up of that important fact which’ appears 
inconsistent Shall I 


nt at this interval ? not use 
both the light and the instrument very faith- 
fully, to bring nearer to wy mind’s eye every 
form, feature, item, and color of this Ditine 
revelation ’ The telescope does not supersede 
the light,—it wses it. 

In like manner says the gifted Coleridge, 
whom a superficial learning did not hinder from 
being a Unitarian, but who after profounder in- 
vestigation was led out into Evangelical faith : 
“T can truly affirm of myself, that my studies 
have been profitable to me, only so far as I 
have endeavored to use all my other knowledge 
us a glass, enabling me to receive more light in 
a wider field of vision from the word of God.” 

But as all good things have their correspond- 
ing abuses, 3» there is the abuse of learning 
and the abuse of the doctrine of the Spirit 
When the study is pursued as an end of selfish- 
ness, and not as a means of grace, there is little 
disposition to “‘ receive with meekness the en- 
grafted word.” One may search either the 
original or the translated Seriptures, in a spirit 
which will incur the rebuke, “ Thy wisdom and 
thy knowledge it hath perverted thee, and thou 
hast said in thine heart, I, and else 
besides me.” (Isaiah xlvii. 10.( The other 
abuse consists in leaving everything to the 
Spirit, without doing “whatsoever our hands 
find to do, with our might.” Thus there may 
grow a self-sufficiency concerning our fancied 


none 


) 


* 1 Cor, xvii. 


| 
: 
both the ecclesiastic and the rationalistic abuse 


| 
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“ sight and sense ”’ 


But 
between the pride of scholarship and spiritual 
pride, there is not much to choose. Yea, we may 
sven glide on to the assumption that we, fold- 
ing our hands in “ creaturely inactivity,” are 
the special custodians of the witness of the 
Spirit in the Church, and so there grows up 
the Romish doctrine of church infallibility ; or, 


of Scripture meaning. 


on the other hand, we may think that the “ in- 
ner light ” is sufficient, Scripture or no Scrip- 
ture ; ‘and 80, cutting loose from the Book, we 
may float down on our “ intuitional conscious- 
into Rationalism. And we koow that 
of our cherished doctrine have been found not 
only possible, but actual. That we enter not 
into any of these temptations, let us watch and 
pray, searching the Seriptures, ‘with the 
spirit and with the understanding also.’’ 
5. It would be instructive to trace how the 
study of the Greek Testament has fared during 
the past eighteen centuries. It would confirm 
our belief of the Divine sanction and encourage- 
ment of that study. It would show the spirit 
of Aati-christ everywhere scowling upon it. 
We should see that forty years before America 
was discovered, nearly all knowledge of Greek 
literature had died out in Europe, except at 
Constantinople, then the great metropolis of 
the Greek language. But the Turks captured 
the city, [1455.] and the Greeks fled io vast 
numbers over Europe, spreading a knowledge 
of their language, which many taught for a liv- 
ing. Providence had just placed i in Kurope the 
art of yang [1440.] Greek learning re- 
vived. Soon Martin Luther was born. [1483.] 
Bicoune put forth his edition of the Greek 
Testament, and the priests bitterly denounced 
it. [1516.] The Romish Church so strena- 
ously opposed the introduction of Greek and 
Hebrew learning that among the German youth 
‘“‘the cause of the Reformation was identified 
with that of classical literature.” The faculty 
of theology at Paris declared that “ religiou 
was undone, if the study of (rreek and Hebrew 
was permitted ;” and a certain monk said— 
“They have invented a new language which 
they call Greek ; you must be carefully on your 
guard against it; itis the mother of all heresy. 
{ observe in the hauds of many of you a book 
written in that language, aud which they call 
the New Testament. It is full of daggers and 
poison. As to the [lebrew, dear brethren, is 
is certain that all who learu it become instan- 
taneously Jews.” But learning revived. [1517.] 
The Reformation followed; and Luther was 
justified in saying, “ I see that there never has 
been an especial revelation of the Divine word, 
when God has not first prepared the 


way by a 
resuscitation of 


languages and sciences, as by 
the forerunning of Juha the Baptist.” And 
now, in this day, when “ foolish and unlearned 
questioas ” are peckiog at the Holy Writ, wheu 
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shallow draughts are intoxicating the brains of 
those who, essaying to be liberal, are only lax, 
the Lord is raising up sound learning in faith- 
jul witnesses, who, for the hope that is in them, 


are able to give their reason from the genuine 


record, as well as the reason of the Spirit; 
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For Friends’ Review. 
A MEMENTO OF JANE JOHNSON. 


In looking over my papers, the following 
letter received some years ago, was re-perused 
with fresh interest, and it may be a word in 
season to some who lovingly remember this 


who show themselves workmen that need not! precious mother in Israel and Elder worthy of 


to be ashamed, “rightly dividing the word of 
truth,’”’* ‘ thorouyhly furnished unto all good 
works.”’+ 

And so let us be faithful in our day and 
generation. 


humble seekers for help. Not unto every one 
is it given; but let every young person feel! 
after it and see. 
same Spirit,’ that the diversities of gifts and 
operations may fill their appointed places. So 
shall the possession of tongues be within easy 
reach of him who will stretch forth his hand; 
to another will be given the interpretation of | 
tongues by the same Spirit, and he may feel, 
‘‘The Lord hath given me the tongue of the 
learned, that I should know how to speak a 
word in season to him that is weary: he wak- 
eneth morning by morning, he wakeneth wine 
ear to hear as the learned.” (Isa. |. 4.) Truly, 
‘‘ Christianity is the only form of religious be- 
lief which invites and challenges the most ad- 
vanced scholarship.” The proposition to abol- 
ish the study of Classical Literature is a propo- 
sition to abolish enlightened piety ; to put it 
out of our power to search the Scriptures ; to 
subject us to the “lo heres” and the “lo 
theres ” of commentators, translators, or church 
pretension. 

Happily, the Society of Friends, in the prin- 
ciple, at least, is not so much behind in this im- 
portant concern as it would seem. Every Dis- 
cipline of our various Yearly Meetings, so far 
as I have examined, is, at least, not inconsistent 
with the words of Robert Barclay, who testifies, 
speaking of the importance of studying the 
Bible in the original tongues: “ We judge it 
necessary and commendable that there be public 
schools for the teaching and instructing of such 
youth as are inclinable thereunto, in the lan- 
guages.” Especially does it seem important 
for Friends, who, as a community, feel called 
upon to uphold to the utmost the purity 
of the Scripture doctrines and precepts, not to 
be dependent for them upon a derived source. 


—— 


CHRIST EVERYWHERE. 


Wher a native Christian woman of India was 
interrogated as to the state of her mind, she 
replied, “ Happy! happy! I bave Christ 
here,” laying her hand on her Bengali Bible ;” 


‘and Christ here,” pressing it to her heart; 


“and Christ there,” pointing toward heaven.” 


* 2 Tim. ii. 15. 
7 2 Tim. iii. 17. 


I would say, as far as in us lies 


i 


aod in our circumstances, /et us study Greek, a8 | 


Let all hearken to * that relf- 


double honor. i. 

“ One evening I took upa Polyglot Testament 
which had been presented to my hostess, as a 
memento of its former owner, —dear Jane Jobp- 
son of Twelfth St.; and as I quietly turned the 
leayes from the fly-leaf where was her name, 
my mind was busy in contrasting her earthly 
pilgrimage with the blessedness of that perfect 
‘rest,’ which we are told remaineth for the 
people of God, and which we reverently believe 
she has attained, through the merits and mercy 
of Him whom she loved and so faithfully and 
cheerfully served while here. While thus 
engaged, my eye rested upon a passage in 
Rev. xxii 4,5, marked tremulously, I doubt 
not by her own hand. As there were several 
references, I sought them, and was much im- 
pressed by their sweetness and appropriateness 
to my own reflections at the moment I opened 
the book. SoI purpose transcribing them for thee 
—first the Texts, and afterwards with the other 
passages introduced where the original refer- 
ences indicated, and think thou wilt enjoy it as 
I did. Ah! what more clear and beautiful de- 
scription could we desire of that holy and 
(bJessed be God) attainable state of being. 
True, ‘ Eye hath not seen, Xc.,’ but can we not 
by Faith enjoy a little foretaste of the joys pre- 
pared ?” 

Rev. xxii. 4, 5. And they shall see his face, 
and his name shall be in their foreheads. And 
there shall be no night there. And they need nocandle, 
neither the light of the sun, for the Lord God giveth 


them light, and they shall reign’ forever and ever. 


THe Rererences.—And they shall see his 
face: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 
shall see God. If any man serve me, let him 
follow me, and where I am there shall my ser- 
vant be: if any man serve me, him will my 
Father honor. Father, I will that they also 
whom thou hast given me, be with me where [ 
am, that they may behold my glory which thou 
hast given me, for thou lovedst me before the 
foundation of the world. For now we see 
through a glass darkly, but then face to face: 
now | know io part, but then shall [ know even 
as also] am known. Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we 
shall be; but we know that when he shall ep- 
pear, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him 
as He is. And bis name sball be in their fore- 
heads. Not as Cain, who was of that wicked one 
and slew his brother: and wherefore slew he 
him? Because his own works were evil and his 
brother’s righteous. And there shall be no 
night there, And the city had no need of the sun, 
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neither of the moon, to shine in it, for the glory this I know, that he places the sensitive paper 
of the Lord did lighten it, and the Lamb is the in his camera, and carefully shutting out every 
light thereof. And the gates of it shall not be other object, reflects on it the person, and the 
shut at all by day; for there shall be no night light thus shining on the person is found to have 
there. And they need no candle, neither light of formed the image, with more or less perfectness, 

the sun, for the Lord God giveth them light. | oo the prepared paper. 
For with thee is the fountain of light; in thy | Thus the word has taught us that we should 
light shall we see light. And they shall reiga be found “looking unto Jesus;” and that in 
forever and ever. For if by one man’s offence /ooking, the likeness of Jesus is formed in us— 
death reigned by one, much more they which |‘ Christ in you the hope of glory.” 6 
receive abundance of grace and of the gift of} With such a trust, believers would not be 
rizhteousness shall reign in life by one—even | found vainly trying “ to make the best of both 
by Jesus Christ. P. | worlds,” but rather letting go this world and 
+—~t0r - cleaving to Christ, in the consciousness of their 

glorious oneness with him. 

AN EXTRACT. Once the Church of Christ was separated 
When we were converted, we were not merely | from the world ; full of inward peace and joy, 
brought to the word of God, to the church, to;it found tribulation in the world; now, alas! 
a new moral life, or to a confession, but to a| how many, full of the semblance of worldly 
Person, a living glorious Person, with whom | Joy and peace, walking arm in arm with the 
we are to have as real an intercourse as with | world, find inward doubt and trial; and after 
the dearest of onr friends—and far more endur-| performing enough of the acts of their relig- 
ing. As Trench has well said, “ The prerogative | iousness to satisfy their conscience, turn gladly 
of our Christian faith, the secret of its strength | back to where their heart and treasure are. Or 
is this, that all which it has, and all which it|if some temporary influence shall for a time 
offers is laid up in a Person. This is what has} Warm their hidden fires, they seon shall relapse 
made it strong, while so much else has proved | !ato the old deadness. . : : . . 
weak, It has not merely deliverance, but a} Fearful sight!—men and women professing 
Deliverer; not redemption only, but a Re-|to have been redeemed out of the world by no 
deemer as well. This is what makes it fit for| less a price than the-offering of the Son of God, 
way-faring men. This is what makes ¢¢ sunlight, | yet searcely distinguishable from the world! 
and all else, when compared with it, as moon- —the very routine of religious duties, but serv- 
light ; fair it may be, but cold and ineffectual ; | ing to sear a conscience ill at ease toward God. 
while here the life and the light areone. O how Dear reader, if thou art a Christian, and yet 
great the difference between submitting ourselves leading this poor backsliding life, 1 know that 
to a complex of rules, and casting ourselves on a thou art unhappy. Whatever joys the poor 
beating heart—between accepting a system, and worlding may find in tbe things of earth, they 
cleaving to a person! Our blessedness—and | cannot satisfy thy soul! It is a hard and thank- 
let us not miss it—is this: that our treasures | less task to build thyself a house in the wilder- 
are treasured in a person, who is not f r one| ness, in order to “enjoy life,” and forget the 
generation a present teacher and a living Lord,| bleak wastes that surround thee. Thou art 
and then for all succeeding generations a past|/rom home, not at home here, and God loves 
and dead one, but who is present and living for| thee far too well to suffer thee always to find a 
all.” false rest in this world. Behold the Lamb of 
We are taught that “we all with open face| (fod! rightly estimate the love of Christ, and 
beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, the glory of thy union with him, and thy heav- 
are changed into the same image,” by behold- euly inheritance, and then thou must exclaim : 
ing. Not by self contemplating acts, but by 
beholding him hourly, while in the round of our 
accustomed activities, we grow like him; and 
therefore the simpler we are, the more we carry 
ourselves like children (who leara their lesson | Confess all the past to God, for “ if we confess 
rather than discuss it), the more shall we find| our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us 
him, and reach him and know him. Weshou!d| our sins ;’’ know all past sin as forever put away 
charge our hearts to no longer take up with| by the blood of Christ; and see thyself—though 
their own religious thoughts and devotions, but| thy sins be as those of David or Peter—as now 
to be occupied with this “image of Grod,” and| standing in the favor of God. Let thy life be 
find our object and rest in it alone; to see|a succession of henceforths (see Rom. vi. 6, 
everything with reference to Christ, instead of | 2 Cor. v. 15, Eph. iv. 14, 17), and “ forgetting 
seeing Christ only with reference to ourselves. | those things which are behind, and reaching 
“But how do such results flow from be-| forth unto those which are before, press toward 
holding Christ?” How, I reply, is the photo-| the mark, for the prize of the high-calling of 

grapher's picture formed? | know vot,—but' God in Christ Jesus,” 


THE SECRET OF ABIDING PEACE, 


“T thirst, but not as once I did, 

The vain delights of earth to share, 
Thy wounds, Immanuel, all forbid 

That I should seek my treasures there.” 
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Tt is conscious faith in the atonement of 


clings to Christ, 7s one with Christ to whom he 


Christ that brings peace to the soul, and with! clings ;” and that the faith by which he clings 


peace the desire for holiness. 


The plowman | is the first pulsation, as it were, of Christ’s own 


who fixes his eyes on the end of the furrow,|life in his soul; the same working of God's 


makes a straight line, and the soul that is oe- 
cupied with the end, walks purely. It is the 
heart that is habitually contemplating Christ 
that is changed into his likeness. 


It is by} 


mighty power which raised Christ from the 


dead. 
No. Ten thousand may perish through the 
storms of this evil world, but they who eling 


living near the furnace of love that we get| only to the Saviour’s atonement, in the unity of 


warmth. Such a life is not a ship always heav- 
jng, never advancing, nor a black and unsightly 
ember, but rather a light that “shineth more 
and more unto the perfect day!” 

The condition of the believer is thus ex- 

ressed in the sacred Scriptures, “ Ye have pat 
on the Lord Jesus.” The life of Christ is not 
Jike a Sunday dress, put on for the day, and 
then put away for another week. It is an 
abiding power—an existence. The apple tree 
never puts off its own nature ; nor does the vine. 
Now believers are plants spiritually, as they are 
naturally—pl-nted in the house of God—trees 
ef righteousness, the planting of the Lord; 
znd shall they put on Christ and put him of 
as they list? . : ‘ ; ; 

Let me urge on you the necessity for such 
a laying hold of the truths of Christ’s work and 
person, as shall make you a faithful witness for 
Christ, whom you confess as your Redeemer. 
Jesus has given us the honor of showing forth 
his character. Let us see that we obey the Jaw 
of the new nature begotten in us, so that the 
eavor of the divine life may prove the refresh- 
ment of many. Our privilege is not only to a 
wondrous extent to enjoy the love of God, but 
to declare that love to others. a a 

Be exhorted, therefore, to honor your Lord 
and Saviour by resting in his grace, and cleave 
to him. There is a little creature searcely 
raised above the lowest grade of animal life, a 
diminutive shell-fish, that teaches us a lesson. 
It has long been “ tossed to and fro, and earried 
about with every wind” and wave, but God has 
given to it “suckers,” and the will to attach 
itself to the reck. There it cleaves, and a 
hammer will scarce knock it off. The tides may 
ebb and flow around it, but they cannot move 
it. The waves and billows of the tempest may 
lash upon the rock, but the little shell-fish finds 
this source of its strength in, and therefore 
abides firmly attached to the rock. 

And will you not learn the lesson? Are you 
realizing your attachment to that rock which is 
Christ? I use not the word “attach” merely 
in the way of personal affection, but in the way 
of strong cleaving at-tach-ment. 

Who shall separate you? The tide of this 
life is rushing past: will it separate? The 
temptations, the fierce strugyles, through the 
wickedness of the flesh, the floods of ungodly 
men : will they separate? Nay, more. The word 
of Géd instructs us that “the very weakest be- 
liever, the one who most feebly and tremblingly 


the one body, despised, it may be, as unheeded 


| as the little shell-fish, shall survive the storms 
lof this life, and when the dawn of the new Je- 


rusalem shall succeed, shall be found above the 
wreck of many a proud vessel that has been 
broken on the rock,—standing peacefully by 
the Lamb upon Mount Zion. 

actinides 

PLAINNESS OF SPEECH. 
BY J. J. GURNEY. 
®The phraseology which prevails in the mod- 

ern world, and, with the exception of Friends, 
among Christians of all denominations, is re- 
plete with a variety of expressions, used either 
in addressing or describing persons, which are « f 
a nature simply complimentary, and have no 
foundation in truth. The terms to which I al- 
lude are familiar to every one, but, for the sake 
of clearness, the principal of them may now be 
specified. 

The word Sir, or Madam, is very generally em- 
ployed, both in speech and in writing, as a form 
of address; and of written addresses, to any 
individual, one of these words mostly forms the 
commencement. He who makes use of such 
terms, professes that the person to whom he is 
speaking or writing is his lord or his lady. Such 
1 conceive to be the generally acknowledged 
meaning of the expression in qu stion: for the 
word Sir is obviously a contraction of the 


| French term Seigneur, Lord ; * and Madam, also 


derived from the 
Lady. 


French, plainly signifies My 
This verbal profession of subjection to 
the individual addressed is frequently completed 
by a declaration, very usual at the conclusion of 
letters, that the writer is the Aumble or obedtent 
servant, or most humble or most obedient ser- 
vant, of the person to whom he writes; and 
among foreigners, more particularly, expressions 
to the same effect are accumulated with a pro- 
fuseness which renders the art of cowpliment- 
ing conspicuously ridiculous. 

Precisely on a similar principle, the man is 
called Mister, the boy, Master, the married 
woman JM/s/rets, and the unmarried woman, Wiss 
—being the same term contracted. These ex- 
pressions severally denote that the persons to 

* Jobnson derives Sir, from the French Sire, an ex- 
pression denoting the rank and authority of a father; 
but when we consider the use of the French word 
Monsieur, and the easy transition from Seigneur to 
Sieur, and trom Sieur to Sir, little doubt can remain 
that the latter is the true origin of the English term, 
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whom they are applied, are pleced i in a situation Now “the meeld appears to imagine that the pos- 
of authority or mastery over others, and, if L|session of some title or other is indispensable 
mistake not, more particularly over the individ- | to the character of a gentleman ; and therefore, 
ual by whom the terms in question are em- by a falsification of speech, perfectly similar, 
ploy yed. They, therefore, represent that which|in principle, to those already noticed, every 
is, s, by way of compliment, suppose d, but which, | person of gentlemanlike station in life, who is 
gener ally spanking, is nevertheless untrue | destitute of all legal dignity, is denominated an 
"ae. | yy a similar abuse of language, , epi- | Esquire. The gentleman, to whom a letter is 
thets expressive of a high degree of pers onal | direc ected without the addition of that title, is 
excellence are applied pro forma, and worthily | {considered in the world, to be almost affronted 
or unworthily, (as it may h: appen,) to a number | by the omission. 
of individuais who hold certain offices, or enjo 


But among the various modes of expression, 
particular stations, in religious or civil soci “ upon which it is my present object to treat, the 
Thus, whatever be their real character—what-| most common and, at the same time, most ab 
ever their conduct or conversation, either in surd, is the application to 


individuals of pro- 
public or in private life—a king is Ais most} nouns and verbs in the plural number. The 
gracious Mujesty—a duke, his Grace—a peer} use of the plural form of the first personal 
of another rank, and a member of the privy propoun, instead of the sin gular, is commonly 
council, Right Honorable—a son of a peer and | adopted, in their public rescripts and other docu- 
a judge, Mlonorable—an archbishop, Most 2ev-| ments, by monarchs, and, sometimes, by other 
erend—a | ishop, Right Reverend—a dean, V: ‘y | 


persons placed in a situation of bigh authority. 
Reverend--an archideacon, Venerable—a priest 


The common style of a royal mandate or dec- 
laration . as follows: ‘* We George, ” or ‘* We 
applied in the loose extravagance of compli-! Fr ode srick,’’ or “* We William, con mand or de- 
ment, to other individuals who are destitute/clare, &c.:’ and the fiction, which such a form 
both of office and of high station. Those who of gins h represents, ap pet ars to be precisely 
this—that the monarch is not to be regarded 
of the [talians, must be well aware, for example, | as an individual, but : 


+ as many persons combined 
how frequently and indiscriminately they em-|—that in that single man are centered the au- 
ploy their dlustrissimo and excellenza. \n the | thority, wisdom, dignity, and power of many. 
common parlance of Spain, every gentleman is| Since this rhetorical fiction is thus employed, 
addressed as Your Worship: and in this coun-} by powerfal and exalted personages, as a mark 
try, persons of no peculiar virtue or eminence | of their superior dignity and authority, it easily 
are often repress nted at the eonclusion of letters | 


or deacon, Reverend. Similar terms are often 


are acquainted with the language and manners 


became a matter of compliment among men 
which they receive, as being so honorable, ¢hat in general, to apply it in their addresses one to 
it is an honor to be their most humble servants.| another. Such a custom, in its early com- 
Again, among modern Latin critics, a member! mencement, was probably only adopted only as 
of their own fraternity, however obscure, is sel-!a mark of respect to superiors; and unques- 
dom, if ever, mentioned without the passing tionably, for a long period of time, it found no 
declaration, that he is most celebrated. So place in adc ee made to inferiors. But even 
common is become the celehberrimus, on such! this distinetion is gradually wearing away; a 
occasions, that it is now reduced into the par-| form of oe which was at one time a mark 
ticle ce/., and is in this shape prefixed to the of distinction, is become universally familiar: 
name of every writer of the description now the Thou and Thee, in the daily communications 
mentioned, almost as regularly as is the English | between man and man, are disused; and every 
contraction, JMr., to those of other men. Not) individual, as if supposed to consist of several 
unfrequently, indeed, do these authors attach persons combined, is addressed with plural pro- 
to the name of any brother critic whom they} nouns and plural verbs.* 
may happen to cite, a Greek term, which may; Now, we apprehend that our heavenly Guide, 
be considered the highest point of complimen- | whose Spirit is expressly called “the Spirit of 
tary phraseology; for it denotes nothing less; Truth,’ and whose will is directly opposed to 
than that the writer cited is entirely excellent, | all unrighteous vauities, of whatsoever magni- 
or that he comp rehends in his own person a tude and description they may be, has taught 
universality of le urning and talent.” us, in our communications one with another, 
In Great Britain, as in other civilized states,| and with our fellow-men, to abstain from th 1e 
there are a variety of legal dignuities, corres-} “% In Germany, the art of complimentary phrase- 
ponding with certain situations in the b dy ology is carrie 1d toa very high point. The German, 
politic, and constituting what is ust tally ealled | in ‘addressing his superiors or his equals, is not 
rank. The lowest of these dignities is that of | content with the commonly-received use of the 
an Msquire, which legally appertains to many in- pore preancetcneg and verbs, bat, a sake of — 
dividuals, and especially to all those persons who 7 ss ao pomens somone aad oa ata 
} cites them in the third person. ius, instead of “ Wilt 
‘|{thou eator drink?” he would say to his honored 
6 wary, ‘guest, “ Will ¢hey eat or drink?” 


hold any office or commission under the king 
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use of these various complimentary fictions. 
The eubstitution of a plain mode of expression, 
in theplace of one so nearly universal, has, in- 
deed, the effect of rendering us singular, and the 
singularity which is thus occasioned, and which 
sometimes entails upon us ridicule and contempt, 
is often in no slight degree mortifying to the nat- 
ural inclinations, especially to those of the young 
and tender mind. Nevertheless, we are per- 
suaded that this is one of the particulars of 
conduct, in which, however trifling the subject 
may appear to some persons, a duty is laid upon 
us to deny ourselves, patiently to endure the 
cross, and faithfully to bear our testimony 
against the customs prevalent in the world at 
large. It is plain, according to our view of the 
subject, that the common.mode of speech, from 
which we have thus been led to abstain, is at 
variance with certain acknowledged principles 
in the divine law. Such a phraseology may 
very fairly be deemed objectionable ; jirst, be- 
cause it is intended to flatter the pride of man; 
and secondly, because it is inconsistent with 
truth. 


(To be continued.) 
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PHILADELPHIA, SEVENTH MONTH 13, 1867. 


CanaDA YEARLY Meetina.—On Sixth- 
day, the 28th of Sixth month, Friends assem- 
bled in a newly erected brick building, 80 feet 
by 50 feet, to inaugurate for the first time a 
Yearly Meeting of our religious Society in 
British America. [The Meeting for Ministers 
and Elders was held the day previous.] The 
house was well filled. The partitions were 
open, and as Friends gathered into silence be- 
fore the Lord, a solemn covering overspread the 
assembly. A correspondent writes: ‘The first 
words heard were—‘In the beginning God 
created the heaven and the earth. And the 
earth was without form, &c. And the spirit of 
God moved upon the face of the waters. And 
God said—Let there be light.’ The light of 
the physical world was compared with the 
spiritual light of the soul, which is the Holy 
Spirit promised and purchased by our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ, and which will lead into 
all truth. Friends were exhorted to turn unto 
this light, which would enable them to do all 
things to the glory of God.” 

Several ministers spoke, and exhortation 
was given, that none should shrink from the 
solemn responsibility devolving upon them in 
establishing a Yearly Meeting, nor dwell upon 
their own weakness, but that they should go 


forward in the strength which God giveth, and, 
being gathered in the love of Him who is the 
Light of the world, they would be enabled to 
become as a light to others. 

One Friend said: “ As the Lord .of Love 
and Mercy has permitted us to meet in His 
Name whose mercies are new every morning, 
let each one bé faithful to our Lord and Sa- 
viour, who has bestowed talents to be used for 
the glory and praise of His excellent Name.” 
Another expressed the very pertinent desire 
that the meeting might be conducted in ac- 
cordance with the pure ideal of George Fox: 
“ Let ALL YOUR MEN’S AND WOMEN’S MEET 
INGS BE HELD UNDER THE MIGHTY POWER OF 
Gop.” 

The spirit of prayer was poured upon the 
infant Church,—and many supplications were 
offered for a blessing upon the assembly, that 
the Great Head of the Church would be present 
and bless and own them as his people, and 
precious souls be gathered into his fold, that 
the Holy Spirit would accompany the words of 
the messengers sent by our Heavenly Father, and 
make them instruments to lead many unto Je- 
sus; that all should be enabled to dedicate 
themselves wholly unto Him, keeping nothing 
back that he may require; and that when trials 
are permitted the feeling may be realized: 

“He may have spoiled our cherished schemes to let 
our Spirits see 

That happiness is only found, Great God, in serving 
Thee.” 

Our correspondent says : ‘‘ Under a sense that 
the everlasting arms were underneath for the 
support and encouragement of His Church, a 
Friend proposed that ADAM SPENCER be ap- 
pointed clerk for the day, and Levi Varney 
assistant, which being united with, they went 
to the table.” The clerk made the appropriate 
suggestion that Wm. Wood (clerk of the parent 
Yearly Meeting) should sit with them. 

The credentials were read of the committees 
appointed by the American Yearly Meetings and 
by that of Dublin, and thirty-four answered to 
their names. The roll of representatives from 
the different Quarters was read, of whom there 
was but one absentee. ‘The minutes or cer- 
tificates of visitors who were drawn in Christian 
love to attend were then read,—forty-two in 
number; of these, ‘about thirty were for min- 
isters who came to speak for Jesus the Saviour 
of the world.” 
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The partitions were then closed. After a 
session of five hours, the details of which we 
cannot at present report, an adjournment was 
made to the next morning. 

An intelligent visitor writes that the occasion 
was one of extreme interest. “On the part of 
the members of this new Yearly Meeting there 
is so much frankness, simplicity and religious 
interest, that altogether the meeting has opened 
most favorably.” 

A meeting was held on Sixth-day evening at 
the appointment of John Scott, of Baltimore, 
and Edward Young, of Ohio, which was largely 
attended by Friends and others. On Seventh- 
day a First-day School Conference was held. 
At 10 o’clock First-day morning, meetings for 
worship were held beth in the new meeting- 
house and the old one, and ¢wo in the open air. 
At34 o'clock, P. M., meetings were held in both 
houses and in a neighboring Methodist Meeting 
House. In the evening a meeting for young 
people was held at the appointment of Lindley 
Murray Hoag and Mary H. Rogers. 


oaied 

SELECTNESS OF MEETINGS FoR DISCIPLINE. 
—A correspondent asks an editorial expression 
of opinion respecting the propriety of “ throwing 
our meetings for discipline open to all that 
would choose to attend” It appears that the 
desire for such a change is based upon a sup 
posed “enlarged liberality of views respecting 
other societies.” A similar “enlarged liber 
ality,” brought to bear upon domestic matters, 
would admit into family councils the curiosity 
of neighbors. It is something to be able to 
estimate the value of privacy. 

In a Church organization, both stability and 
general uniformity of rules are to be desired. 
In the matter under consideration, the general 
prevalence of the existing usage is an argu- 
ment of some force in favor of its continuance, 
and against its abrogation in a particular local- 
ity whilst it is retained by the Society at large. 
It would be a source of weakness and great in 
certitude, were every rule and usage to be per- 
petually regarded with the same scrutinizing 
freedom, as though it had never been adopted 
as part of a code. And something is surely due 
to the Body as a whole that we may be essen- 
Not that there should be no 
changes, but that*they be not made without 


tially one people. 


deliberate caution, or without being based upon 
principle and necessity. 


REVIEW. 729 





Why should the doors be thus thrown open ? 
The meeting for discipline is a family affair. 
Its object is to transact the business pertaining 
to the Society and its interests. Friends when 
so assembled should draw near to the divine 
Head of the Church to seek for congregate 
wisdom, and in love they should harmonize 
with one another. If surrounded with the 
spirits of others who have no right to partici- 
pate in the deliberations and no part in the de- 
cisions, can it be doubted that embarrassment 
would result, and that the freedom in the truth 
which ought to exist in such meetings would 
be cramped? And why should we deprive 
ourselves of the only opportunity in which the 
rightly exercised servants of the Lord may 
speak to their fellow-members, collectively yet 
select, of faults or foibles which may be spread- 
ing among us, needing care and tender admo- 
nition? And there are sufficient reasons for 
selectness. There are cases of delinquency 
brought for disciplinary action—the object 
being two-fold—the clearing of the Truth, and, 
primarily, the reformation of. the offender. 
But in many instances it were even better that 
the case were not brought forward, if “ telling 
unto the Church”? must involve felling unto the 


world. 
when even our own members were not expected 


The time was, less than a century ago, 


to attend these meetings until they had evinced 
sufficient religious advancement to induce their 
more experienced Friends to invite their pres- 
ence. Thus guarded, the meetings for the trans- 
action of Church affairs were not merely select, 
but confidential also, and a person might be 
under care for evil conduct, without the obloquy 
being published abroad—whereas the treat. 
ment of the case with open doors, would unnec- 
essarily spread the rumor, and make it difficult 
for the offender, when penitent and reformed, 
to regain a reputable position. There is Chris- 
tian wisdom in the sentiment of Dr. Johnson, 
that “a man should never be told of the faults 
which he has mended,” and the efforts of the 
Church to convert a sinner ought not to be 
made the vehicle of exposing his sins to multi- 
tudes who had not otherwise known of them. 
At our mectings held for the express pur- 
pose of worshipping Almighty God, all are wel- 
At 
those held for purposes exclusively pertaining 
to our own Society affairs, it is not easy to see 


come who incline to unite in the exercise. 
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why others than members should be presen ylessings, surely we should, in very love to Him, 





Exceptional cases occur in which by special] share His gifts with His children. Truly “a 


permission and on special occasions individuals} man’s life consisteth not in the abundance of 
have been properly admitted. the thinys which he possesseth,” and when he 
who “ holdeth the winds in His fist”’ is pleased 


to let them loose, and destruction sweeps over 


« oe + — 


Hart Storm 1n INDIANA.—A destructive 


hail storm occurred quite recently near Rich-| the land, we may profitably reflect whether we 


mond, Indiana, unprecedented so far as memory | have our treasures stored where neither thief, 


or tradition can be depended upon. It was but moth, rust nor burricane can waste them ;— 


half an hour in continuance. The hail-stones,| whether we have attained to the sweet persua- 


many of them measuring an inch and a quarter | sion, “that neither death, nor life, nor angels, 


in diameter, fell to an average depth of six inches,| nor principalities, nor powers, nor things pres- 


whilst in gulleys and ravines they lay to a depth | ent, nor things to come, nor height, nor depth, 


of two to four and a half feet. Two letters of| nor any other creature shall be able to separate 


description have come to hand. According to|us from the love of God which is in Christ 


one of these, the hail was saline. For this phe- Jesus our Lord.” The man who is “rich to- 


nomenon no explanation occurs to us. One| wards God” may, as a good steward of His 


q 


farmer, who, with two men, was working in a manifold mercies be thankful for earthly pos- 


corn field, had only time to aad his horses| sessions, humbly dependent upon the Giver for 


from the cultivators and turn them loose. T he | their continuance, not knowing what a day may 
men, uvable to reach shelter, lay down by the i forth. 
' 


ont 
fence with their faces to the ground, and were Diep, on the o5th of S _ sect, 1867, in the 63d 
year of — age AARON L. Bexepict, a beloved mem- 
ber and minister of “Alum Creek Monthly Meeting, 
Obic. He was remarkably clothed with humility, 
which feeling caused him to express unwillingness 
that any printed memorial should be pres¢ rved of 
one who counted himself so unworthy. But our 


so fearfully beaten as to be for some time dis- 


abled from work, and the proprietor, though 


previously a strong healthy man, has since suf- 


fered from hemorrhage. The loss has been 


loved mercy, and walked humbly with bis God, to 
whom, through a life of loving deeds, he committed 
the keeping of his son! in well doing. We may not 
pay to his memory the tribute which our hearts 
would prompt—we have not been ee with 
material tor the instructive testimonial which might 
be an incentive to readers to gl rify ane heavenly 
Father in their bodies and in their spirits—but we 
rejoice exceedingly in knowing that his passage to 
the city of the Saints’ solemnities was serene, peace- 


had sixty-six panes of glass in his dwelling 
broken, and the injury to his crops may be a 
fair representation of the suffering on other 
farms: 


ll my eplendid wheat (17 acres) cut to the 

i. All the fruit, and even the leaves. strir ped 

m the trees, giving the orcbard the nudity of 
vinta Not one apple or pe left. and I f : 
= er. NOLO ‘pple or peach left, and i fear the} ful and joyful with heavenly hope. May survivors 
young apple trees are ruined ;—every limb oe 


\ cre ' ; be stimulated to follow the Redeemer with like 
marks of the hail,—scarred and stripped ¢ 


precious faith, aud like him become heirs of tbat 
merciful salvation in which our beloved Friend at- 
tuined right to the tree of life and entered through 
the gate into the city. 

, on the 27th of S’xth month, 1867, after an 
illness o f move ts yan a year’s duration. which she was 
mercifully enabled to bear with Christian fortitude 
and resignation, CakoLtins W. Carrer, wife of John 
E. Carter, in the 33d year of her age; a member of 

Great sympathy is due to the sufferers ;—but | Plladelphia Monthly Meeting for the Southe:n Dis- 
“ : ; trict. One of her latest expressions was, “ Under- 
is this all? Have we no debt of gratitude to] neath are the Everlasting Arms.” 
the Giver of every blessing for His sparing —,on the 24th of Fourth month, 1867, Hanxan 
a ‘ ©1Stape,in the 80th year of her age; a valued member 
and mivister of Dartmouth Monthly Meeting, Mass. 
is above recorded, awaken in vs an humbling| By a bumble and circumspect walk. this dear friend 
~ | was enabled to adorn the doctrine of God our Saviour, 
holding forth through her ministry the languege of 
us of our uncertain hold upon the bounties He| invitation to come, taste and see how good the Lord 
is; and having fought the good fight and Rept the 
: fai h,a comforting assurance remains that the crown 
tion from such calamities as call for our com-} of righteousness which is in stdre for the faithful is 
miseration. And if we are duly thankful to aj 20% bet blessed por ion. 8 
a . ¢ : , on the 10th of Fourth month, 1867, Enwarp 
munificent Father who has filled our cup with’ Waxrow, in the 91st year of his age; a member of 


mark 


Our potatoes, corn aud cats all beaten an 0 e 


ground,—the grass almost eotirely ruined. Ina i ib- 
lic building near to us six bundred See glass 
were destroyed. The roofs of ont-buildings com 


pletely riddled by the hail. Richmond, or nly one 
mile distant, was lightly visited. Incredulous per- 


very great. A Friend who writes an account = precious brother in Christ was one who did justly, 
' 
sons, who could not believe the re eports that reachet eral 


them, came to see for themselves, and were amazed. 


mercy to us? and does not each event, such as 
sense of our dependence upon Him, and remind 


has bestowed, and how little we deserve exemp 
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Crsar’s Orde k } 


Monthly Meeting, Obio. He bore with | 

{ 
much patien od resignation at 
different times expressing aspirations for his heavenly 
home. Perfect love havi that 
death would 


‘eA a lingering illness, 


ng cast out fear, he felt 
has left con- 

j 

| 


be sweet to him, and he 
nce that 
the 8th of Fifth 
son of Iaaae and Parker 
26th year of bis 
Mo ithly Meeting, N. 
having endured great 
tian resignation, in th 
rabled to praise God, 
around him, the 
to prepare to meet their Releemer in that glorioes | 
city h “need the nor of 
the moon, for the Lord Gud and the is the 
light thereof 


on the 26th of Fi 
loosa, Iowa, in peace and wi 
HANNAH fF Al 
esteem . 


yiing evide 
Dd, on 


8 his end was 7 
Henry FE. 

, (the former | 
a member of 


‘ Th to 
U. A018 


month, 1867, 
Jane 
d,) in the age ; 
Square dear 
young fr ien 1 
true Chris 


agony was e: 


with 


} 
enfferi 2 } 
sufferings 
oi 
his j 

' 
| 


of 
to admoni 


e very midst 
and 


‘ectionate m 


sh 


those in most afl inner, 


whi th not light of the sur 
Lat 


mt 


Fe} 
it 


— h month, 1867, near Oska- 
ha joyful hope in Chri 


Hoag, aged 55 
+ Or M 


D.. wife vin ye 


ed member eek nibly Me 
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BENE! 

I have before 
imitation of precious 
perfectly alike in color; they 
water, clear, pure and clear 
marked difference betw 
lustre and 
brightness, 
eye passes over it 


- 4 
toe sight. 


IT O CTION. 
two stones, which 
Th >y are 
are of tl 
yet 
een them 
brillianey. One 
while : other is 
, and de sure from 
What can be the reason of the dif- 
ference? It cut in but a few 
Sacets, the These 
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“THE INDIA MERCH ANT.” 
i for Friend 

Robert Brown was born at Edinburgh, 1822. 
He sailed for in 1845. It opened a 
fresh chapter in his life. The Liverpool lodg- 
ings are exchanged for a home of luxury in the 
East; the dull 
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partner in the firm. 
Yet we know that, notwithstanding all this 
outward suushine, Robert was not at peace. 
Unhappy, anxious and dissatisfied he often felt ; 
utterly unprepared for death he knew himself 
to be. Quce he said to a sister, in after years, 
when the sting of death had been long extracted 
ifor him: ‘*How miserable I used to feel in 
Bombay when hearing of the sudden de ath of one 
and another amon g my acquaintances! What 
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wretched forebodings I have experienced on} pared beforehand for the sowing of the seed ; 


I stening to the solemn knell of the cathedral | 


bell, as it tolled for the funeral of many a one 
cut down in the prime of youth and strength.” 
But the alarms of conscience carried him no 
further; his convictions stopped short of con- 
version. His heart was still ignorant of, ard 
insensible to, higher pleasures than those of the 
world, as his letter, dated January L4th, 1847, 
speaks of “ an excellent ball” which he attended, 
masked, and acted a part, which caused mach 
merriment. . . A few months later, his correspon- 
dence undergoes a thorough transformation, and 
we reach the tarning point of his life—the border- 
line which separates the state of nature from 
that of grace, in bis spiritual history. Seldom, 
in avy case, has such a change been more dis- 
tinctly marked. Naturally attractive, affection- 


ate, lively, pleasing in manner, witty in conver- 


sation, and a good man of business, he was 
loved and respected by many, both among 
friends and acquaintances. But up to this time 
religion had been with him merely a form, a 
dead letter; he had but a name to live, while 
in reality dead in trespasses and sins. 

Now, however, the day-star was to arise in 
his heart, forever dissipating the thick darkness 
brooding there, and the motto of his life was 
henceforth to be, “IL am not my own, but 
bought with a price ;” “T live, yet not I, but 
Christ liveth in me.” The light broke sud- 
denly upon his soul; suddenly the conviction 
was carried home with almighty power to his 
conscience, that “ Now is the accepted time, 
now is the day of salvation;” and there was 
no hesitation, no tem porizing, no half hearted 
endeavor to “make the best of both worlds.” 
At once and forever, his language was, “ As for 
me I will serve the Lord” Robert’s letters by 
the August mail, to the home circle, were writ- 
ten in his usual tone of lively badinage, and 
without an allusion to serious subjects. The 
September mail brought letters written in a 
widely different strain, breathing the earnest 
longings of a newly awakened soul, and telling 
how the pilgrim had started on his journey 
from the City of Destruction, and had reso- 
lutely turned his face Zionward ! 

How interesting it is to trace the varied in- 
strumentalities used by the Lord in the conver- 
sion of His children! The simple perusal of 
a passage in the Scriptures, the rousing ap 
peal from the lips of an earnest preacher, the 
affectionate counsel or entreaty of a faithful 
friend, the letter penned with trembling anxiety 
for the loved one’s highest welfare ; such hum- 
ble weapons are often rendered effective by the 
Spirit of God in bringing rebellious hearts un- 
der subjection to the rightful King. It was the 
last of these that was the means of producing 
saviog impressions on the heart of this young 
merchant. The ground seems to have b.en pre- 


a sense of the emptiness of earth, and acraving 
for the true happiness, had been causing him 
to exclaim inwardly, “ Who will show me any 
good ?” He thus describes these feelings in a 
fetter to his father dated Oct., 1847., “I am 
the more inclined to receive this maxim now, 
as J have lately seen how utterly insufficient such 
trifling matters as these are to confer anything 
like true happiness on the possessor. 1 have 
found that, though surrounded here by every- 
thing that I can wish, blessed with friends and 
fortune, in the midst of all my hollow heart 
has exclaimed: ‘Can this be joy? Yes, 
really [ have felt with Solomon, when he said, 
‘I builded me houses, I planted me vineyards, 
ete., but behold all was vanity and vexation 
of spirit.’”” . . . It was when wakening up 
to feel and to acknowledge to himself this name- 
less, unsatisfied yearning of spirit, that a letter 
reached him from one, just then awakened to 
know something of the value of the soul, writ- 
ten amid much weakness and ignorance, and 
fear as to the result, but which struck home to 
Robert’s heart, and brought him to the foot of 
the Cross. 


He continued as usual to write home every 
fortnight, and out of the fulness of his heart 
poured forth all his new emotions on religious 
subjects. This was now to him the one para- 
mount, all-engrossing topic,—nothing else in 
all the universe to be compared in interest to it ; 
and hence his letters flow on, from sheet to 
sheet, filled with descriptions of all the feelings 
and motives by which, for the first time in his 
life, he felt his spirit stirred. Extracts follow 
from his first letters after this great change, 
the commencement of a series which have 
spoken comfort and peace to many a sorrowing 
heart, counsel and encouragement to many a 
perplexed and desponding spirit. 


The first given appears to be in reply to the 


letter so blessed to him. He says, “‘ No letter 
that you have ever favored me with has afforded 
me half the pleasure of this one; and why? 
secause it breathes a spirit of devotion from a 
converted soul ; from one who has experienced, 
in some degree, at least, the happiness arising 
from a sense of God’s favor vouchsafed by the 
intercession of the Redeemer. I have read 
and re-read your letter, and thought much of 
the subject of it. It has, indeed, produced a 
very great impression on my mind ; and I pray 
that the effect may not be like ‘the early dew 
that soon passeth away,’ but that, by a study of 
the Scriptures and oiher good works, | may 
also be enabled to find that peace and happi- 
ness of which you are now possessed ; and if 
such prove to be the case—if by your instra- 
mentality I am led to repentance—QOh ! my dear 
, what cause of rejoicing will you indeed 
have, as having saved a soul from death, and 
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thereby hidden a multitude of sins.* I feel 
sure that true happiness can only be found in! 
religion, even in this life; and what a contrast 
does the next present! An eternity of endless 
bliss, or endless woe! . It has been well said of 
eternity, that the farther we advance in it, the 
more is still tocome. But the heaven of the 
believer begins on earth ; for it is the enjoy- 
ment of God’s favor and countenance, obtained 
through the sufferings and atonement of bis 
Saviour, that constitutes his heaven. His chief 
enjoyment must be found in God. Nothing 
short of the whole heart will God accept. . . . 
Now that you have found peace and comfort, 
may (jod grant that you may be the bonored in- 
strument in His hands of turning many to 
Christ. As an ambassador from Him, this is 
the message which you must deliver: Nothing 
stands between thee, O sinner, and immediate 
blessedness, [in a sense of the forgiveness of 
sins,] but unbelief; and no long waiting, or 
pious works, can meeten you for faith. You are 
searching about for some great thing which you 
think you must do, to conciliate the Divine re- | 
gard, by making atonement for your past sins, 
forgetting that the atonement has been made 
by the Lord Jesus Ohrist, and that the only 
thing required from you in order to participate 
in its effects, is to believe, and to take to your 
bosom the peace it is calculated to afford,—a 


most cheering and consolatory truth.” 
(To be continued.) 


—~er- + 


The longer you read the Bible, the more you 
will like it,—-it will grow sweeter and sweeter, 
—and the more you get into the spirit of it, the 
more you will get into the spirit of Christ.— 
Romaine. 


ee 


THE ISLAND OF CORSICA. 
M. GALLIENNE, a writer in the Christian Ad- 


vocate, gives an interesting account of Christian 
labors in this island, the birth-place of the first 
Napoleon. 

We extract the following :— 


Three young men have become preachers of 
the gospel through this mission—Rimathei, 
Vanderhecken, and Delmondo—not to men- 
tion other Christians who have left the shores 
of Corsica, and have made known, in a more 
private way, what they had there learned of a 
Saviour’s love. 

But while this mission has been blessed to 


* The person favored to be the iostrumentof saving 4 
soul from death, hides a multitude of sins in the person 
4o rescued. From this text some have deduced the | 
anti-evangelical idea that the sins of the instrument 
(who coutd do nothing of himself, and hence could | 
acquire no merit of his own) are to be remitted in| 
consequence of a good work. A. Clarke says: “ If one 
pious act can procure pardon for a multitude of sins, 
what may not be expected from many?” Let us al- 
ways remember that nothiog but the blood of Christ 
cleanseth from sin. Ep. 
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strangers visiting Corsica, it has not been less 
so to the Corsicans themselves. Let us pene- 
trate into the interior to Cervione, the head- 
quarters, so to speak, of the Vendetta, a place 
celebrated for its numerous assassinations and 
other acts of cruelty, and which has the unen- 
viable notoriety of being distinguished on the 
map of Corsica by eight crosses, as denote- 
ing a place where murder is frequently com- 
mitted. 

In the year 1858 a family of humble origin 
came to reside in Corsica from the neighboring 
state of Piedmont. Their name, coupled with 
that of the Madiai, is well known to evangelical 
Protestantism. When, some years ago, the 
Duke of Tuscany was persecutiog his subjects 
for the only crime of reading the Bible, and 
thrusting them into prison, there lived at Fa- 
valle, in the neighborhood of Genoa, two broth- 
ers of the name of Cherighini. In 1823, on 
their return home from a journey, each of the 
brothers brought home with him a copy of the 
New Testament. The holy book was read, first 
in the family, and then to the neighbors, who 
crowded in to listen. They were attracted by 
the novelty of the reading, and the power of 
God’s word convinced and converted several. 

The brothers Cherighioi, in particular, be- 
came faithful disciples of the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and nobly confessed his name in the 
midst of persecutions stirred up by the priests 
against them. Not being able to do worse, 
for the laws of Piedmont were not as intolerant 
as those of Tuscany, they deprived these men 
of the means of gaining their living, and they 
were constrained to leave their homes to seek 
employment in Corsica, where they had heard 
that an evangelical cause had been established, 
and where they hoped, under the protection of 
French law, to be able to worship God, none 
daring to make them afraid. Circumstances 
led them to fix their abode at Cervione. You 
will remember what I have said of this place. 

The Cherighini were a praying family; and 
as it ig said of a good man of old that when- 
ever he pitched his tent he likewise built an 
altar, so these people established family wor- 
ship in their dwelling morning and evening. 
They invited their neighbors to attend. These 
services were made a blessing to many, but es- 
pecially toa man of the name of Lombardi, a 
shoemaker by trade. He soon imbibed a mis- 
sionary spirit also, and his shop became another 
centre of evangelical influence. He spoke to 
his customers, he gathered together his neigh- 
bors, and took special care of his family. 
Through his influence a third house was opened 
to the gospel, that of an artisan called Santanolli. 
No public worship had yet been held, and the 
missionary, while providing them with copies 
of the Scriptures aud tracts, had visited them 
occasionally, yet had only instructed them in 
private visits, avoiding for a time more public 
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Still this was too mesh for the priests. , to the preacher, and with tears in Lis eyes, 


Sounds of praise and prayer issuing from these} while grasping his hands, exclaimed, “0 sir, I 


nie 


houses, and the copies of the Bib le distributed 
at every fitting occasion, exasperated them toa 
great degree. A confe rence of priests was held, 
and plans formed for the suppression of this ex- 
tending heresy. The younger brother Cherighi- 
ni, who was gardener on a neighboring estate, 
was warned by his employer that he must either 
cease praying or give up his service. His reply 


was a noble one for a poor man who had a large} God according to its directions. 
“You may take |leaven 
my bread from me and my childrea, but I will | sica. 


family dependent on his labors ; 
y dep ; 
uever give up my religion.” 

To Lombardi offers of service were at first 
made. 


must no longer hesitate, but must declare my- 
self boldly for the gospel!” While some were 
thus deciding for the truth, others were anx- 
iously inquiring after it. Nor was it an un- 
common thing, especially on market days, for 
peasants from the interior to drop into the mis- 
siovary’s house at Bastia to purchase a Bible, 
and obtain advice as to the manner of serving 
Thus the 
of truth has been introduced into Cor- 
We have no statistics by which to report 
numerous adherents to our society. Yet the 
encouragement given to us in the face of such 


He was indebted to his leather mer-| determined opposition is not to be lightly es- 
chant, and some officious friends offered to pay | teemed, 


Situated as Corsica is, it becomes a 


the amount if he would only return to the | center of operations which reach far and wide, 


mass; but as he at once indignantly refused 
the offer, the merchant demanded iastant pay- 
ment of his account. His landlord gave him 
notice to quit his shop; his customers were 
warned not to give him work ; his children, as 
well as those of the Cherighinis, were pelted 
and t empenten by the other boys; his premises 
were placed under a sort of iaterdict, and he 
s denounced from the altar. Nor was this 
a troop of ‘ gendarmes” entered his 
dwelling with an order from the imperial at- 
torney, or Procureur Imperial, to search for 
‘‘ immoral books” and “ concealed arms.” The 
same sort of visit was made to the Cherighinis; 
their persons were searched, their beds opened, 
and their linen examined! These pious and 
conscientious citizens had been denounced as 
lawless sectaries, hatching some dangerous 
plot againt goverament and the peace of the 
country! Of course no immoral books were 
discovered ; but five copies of the New Testa- 
ment were found, which the police carried away 
and carefully noted in their report. This was 
one of several annoying visits paid by the 
> 
police. 
Lombardi was cited before the police court, 
accused of circulating prohibited books, and 
was sentenced to a fine and heavy costs, 
being weil-nigh ruined by the accumulated 
trials he had to suffer for a righteous cause. 
The Cherighinis soon left the country disap- 
pointed in their hopes of religious liberty. 
They found to their cost that there is a law 
above law, the st volo of the popish priest ! 
Lombardi and his friends at Cervione con- 
tinued firm in their profession of faith, and 
after the first fury of the storm had passed 
over quiéter times came. A room was opened 
for worship, and beside the simple workman 
were seen seated some of the more influential 
portions of the inhabitants of Cervione: the 
doctor, the notary, and the cowmissary of 
police, not as an official to forbid, but as an at- 
tentive hearer of the word! Qn one oceasiot, 
at the cloes of the service, thenotary came up 
’ 
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ali; 


| 
| 


and the results of which will far exceed our 
expectations. 

The last missionary appointed to Corsica was 
destined to find there a grave, not by the hand 
of assassins, thank God! but as the result of 
fatigue from arduous labors. His death-bed 
was a solemn scene. He died in the full tri- 
umph of faith. As his weeping wife and child- 
ren, and sorrowing congerts stood around him, 
his ardent prayers ascended to heaven for Cor- 
sica. And then, with uplifted bands and 
beaming countenance, he exclaimed, ‘* What 
makes me long for heaven is not so much its 
palms of victory or crowns of glory, its white 
robes and its streets of gold, but O! it is that 
I long to be where [ may perfectly and for ever 
love my blessed Lord and Saviour!” 


——— — oom 


JUPITER WITHOUT MOONS. 


This year a celestial phenomenon will occur, 
which has been only twice geco rded in history. 
On the 21st of August next, the planet Jupiter 
will be seen completely unattended by satellites 
for nearly two hours. Three of them will be 
invisible on account of their passing simultane- 
ously over Jupiter’s disc, and the fourth will be 
immersed in the shadow of the planet.— Sci ne 
tific Journal. 


—— tO 


“ Francke was once asked how he maintained 
so constant a peace of mind: he replied, ‘ By 
stirring np my mind a hundred times a day. 
Wherever I am, whatever I say or do, I say: 
Blessed Jesus, have I truly a share in thy re- 
demption? Are my sins forgiven? Am I 
guided by Thy spirit? Thine 1 am—wash me 
again and again.’ By this constant converse 
with Jesus, [ have enjoyed serenity of mind 
and a settled peace in my soul.” 


+ ~3r - 


‘‘He whose honest freedom makes it his 
virtue to speak what he thinks, makes it his 
necessity to think what is good.” 





For Friends’ Review. 
‘Go ye into all the world and preach the Gospel to every crea- 
ture.”—Marr. xvi. 15. 
Thus Messiah's thandate ran: 
Lo! the harvest whitening stands ; 
Love to God and love to man 
Calls for action at our hands. 
Ye who feel a Saviour’s love, 
Who have known your sins forgiven, 
On whose spirits from above 
Gently falls the dew of heaven ; 
Faith and love your hearts should fill, 
And your meek petition be, 
In submission to his will, 
“ Here am IJ, Lord, send thou me.” 
Gird the armor, and go forth; 
To your work success be given; 
Wide the field, as wide as earth ; 
a The harvest souls! the garner heaygn ! 
le, Go, where by Alabama’s waters 
ur The broken chains in fragments lie, 
The Union’s sable sons and daughters 


Shall heed the message from on high. 
ras ee = , 
od Go where the hoste of India gather 
. Around some idol, dark and grim; 
ot Tell them about the Eternal Father, 
And puint “The Way” that leads to him. 
Go, and to Afrie’s swarthy nations 
iid. Make known the message from the skies ; 
im, For even there shall sweet oblations 
From many hearts as incense rise. 


ved 
tri- 


Where burns a heathen funeral pyre, 
Or man bows down to wood and stone, 
hat There, as your lips are touched with fire, 
its Proclaim—The Lord is God alone! 
hite And sow the seed beside all waters, 
that For God will bless his spoken word; 
ver Sons from afar, and gentle daughters, 
Shall gather unto Christ the Lord. 
India shall own his gentle sway; 
China a grateful song shall raise; 
And e’en the heart of Africa 
Shall vocal be with prayer and praise. 
Egypt shall hear Messiah’s voice ; 
The fount of life eternal flowing 
Shall make the desert to rejoice, 
And there the rose in beauty growing 
Shall lift its blushing head on high, 
A dewdrop sparkling on its stem, 
A tear perchance from Mercy’s eye, 
More pure and bright than earthly gem. 
Aod Madagascar’s leafy isle 
For Christ shall bloom, for Him*shall smile; 
And He, whose right it is to reign, 
Shall rule o’er island, sea and main: 
ined His sceptre love, his kingdom peace, 
‘ By Both peace without, and peace within, 
For war witb all its crimes shall cease, 
say! And Grace shall triumph over sin. 
“t And Faith shall see in coming time 
_; The gospel banner wide unfurled 
he gospel banner wide unfurle 
m I O'er every land, in every clime; 
Triumphant o’er a ransomed world. 
verse Poweshiek Co., Iowa. B. H. 
mind en 
SUMMARY OF NEWS. 
Foreien INTELLIGENCE.—Telegraphic advices from 
Europe to the 8th inst, and those per steamer to the 
29'b ult., have been received. 
The news of the execution of Maximilian in Mexi- 
co had called forth expressions of sorrow and indig 
nation in the European courts, all of which bad 


h me 
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adopted mourning for his death. The English gov- 
ernment, on account of this event, postponed a mili- 
tary review which had been announced to take plice 
in Hyde Park, and in Paris all public festivities were 
suspended. Speeches were made in the Senate and 
Legislative Body on the 5th inst., denouncing the exe- 


cution as a crime against civilization. Orders had 
been sent out suspending from their functions all 


French Consuls in the Mexican Republic. It was 
reported that the recall of the British Legation from 
Mexico, and the suspension of diplomatic relations 
between Great Britain and that country, were seri- 
ously proposed. 

The International Congress held at Paris for the 
regulation of the gold and silver coinage, has fixed 
on the gold five franz piece of France, and its multi- 
ples, as the basis for a uniform currency in Europe and 
America, The par value of this piece is about 95 
cents United States currency; hence it differs but 
little from the American and the Spanish dollar, and 
seversl EKuropean countries already bave coins of 
nearly the same value, so as to require but a slight 
change to couform to the proposed standard. 


Great Britain.—In the House of Lords, on the 
24th ult., Earl Russell moved for an address fora 
royal commission to inquire into the subject of the es- 
tablished church in Ireland. Earl Derby expressed his 
assent to the appointment of a commission to obtain 
information, and Earl Russell’s motion was agreed 
to. 

A dispatch of the 8th from London says that the 
government announces that the six-penny system of 
postage between America and England will be put 
into operation about the first of the year 1868. 

In the House of Commons, on the 2lst, a section 
of the Reform bill giving electors the right to rote 
by dallot was rejected by a vote of 272 against 234. 
On the 24th, several votes were taken on opposition 
amendments, in which the government was success- 
ful by small majorities. 

Lord Stanley, Foreign Secretary, stated in the 
House of Commons on the Ist inst., that the govern- 
ment was making slow progress in its negotiations 
with the’ United States, relative to the case of the 
Alabama, but he said he did not despair of achiev- 
ing a happy result. A large nomber of English 
cl: against the United States have been filed. 

Ismail Pasha, the sovereign of Egypt, has arrived 
in London from Paris. 

A detachment of regular troops is said to have 
been ordered by the British government to Abys- 
sinia, to compel the king of” that country to release 
several British subjects whom he has beld as prison- 
ers for several mouths past. 


France.—The formal distribution of prizes at the 
Exposition was made on the Ist inst., in the pres- 
ence of a vast multitude of spectators. The Empe- 
ror and Empress, and the Sultan, were also present, 
and the Emperor made a speech, which he closed 
with the declaration: “This exhibition marks an 
era of harmony and progress,—the triump! 


h of grand 


moral principles, which, with justice, can also estab- 


lish thrones and ennoble humanity.” 

It is reported that the Emperor has decided on 
disarming 34,000 men of the French army immedi- 
ately. 

The French government has granted a concession 
to the new Franco-American Telegraph Company, 
which proposes to lay a submarine cable from Brest 
to some point on the American coast. 

The French government has, for the first time, 
presented to the Legislative Body a general account 
of the expenses of the Mexican expedition. The to- 
tal disbursements from 1861 to 1867 were 363,155, 
000 francs, from which may be deducted 61,975,000 
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francs paid by Mexico, leaving 301,180,000 francs, 
over $60,000,000. This, however, does not repre- 
gent all the outlay France has incurred for Mexico, 
as a portion of a sum of 37,317,000 francs spent for 
different expeditions, was absorbed by that country, 
and the indirect loss caused by the disturbance in 
trade which the expedition occasioned must be con- 
siderable, while the military stores in the arsenals 
are said to have been reduced very low by the quan- 
tities sent to Mexico. 

Gexmany.—The treaty by which Bavaria joins the 
reconstructed Customs Union of Germany, has been 
ratified by the King of Bavaria. 

Avustria.—The Transylvanian and Croatian Diets 
have been dissolved and new elections ordered. The 
citizens of Eszek or Esseg, a strongly fortified town 
of Slavonia, have made a demonstration in favor of 
union with Hungary. 

PortuGaL.—The Portuguese Chamber of Deputies 
bas passed a bill for the reform of the penal code, 
and for the abolition of capital punishment, and has 
adopted the general budget. The bill abolishing 
capital punishment has passed the House of Peers 
also. 

S. Amgrica.—Advices from Carthagena, Colom- 
bia, to the 9th ult. state that ‘President Mosquera, 
while returning to his residence from that of Gen. 
Acosta, bad been made a prisoner by his own guard. 
Gen. Acosta was the leader of the movement, and he 
then assumed the reins of government until a 
President should be elected. Mosquera was closely 
confined, having been proclaimed a traitor. 

Mexico.—The particulars of the execution of Maxi- 
milian have been received. He and two of his Gen- 
erals, Miramon and Mejia, were condemned by a 
council of war, on the 14th ult., to be shot on the 
16th, but the execution was delayed to the 19th by 
order of Juarez. The Prussian and British Ministers 
visited Juarez, to endeavor to induce him to spare 
the life of Maximilian, but their efforts were in vain. 
The commander of an Austrian vessel at Vera Cruz 
made application, thrcugh the intercession of the 
American naval commander on duty at the sume 
port, for the Prince's body, that he might convey it 
to Europe, but the request appears to have been re- 
fused. It is said the Austrian government is about 
to send a fleet to Mexico to renew the request The 
report of the surrender of the city of Mexico on 
the 20th ult., has been confirmed. Vera Cruz 
surrendered on the 27th, without bloodshed, 
and the foreign garrison were permitted to de- 
part, retaining their arms, and were sent to Mo- 
bile in a Mexican vessel. All the important 
places in Mexico are pow in possession of the Liber- 
als. It is supposed that Juarez will establish his 
capital at the city of Mexico. The truth of the re- 
port of Santa Anna’a execution at Sisal, on the 25th 
ult., appears doubtful, as advices to the 26th stated 
that he was then a prisoner at Campeachby. 

Canapa.—Lord Monck was inaugurated as Vice- 
roy of the Dominion of Canada, on the lst inst. A 
Privy Council was formed, and writs were issued for 
the jnauguration of the Governors of the different 
Provinces at their respective capitals. 

Conaress.—A quorum was present in each House 
on the 3d, there being 34 members in the Senate and 
120 in the House. Resolutions, differing in form, 
but nearly agreeing in substance, providing for re- 
stricting the legislative business of the present ses- 
sion to the exposition, perfecting and strengthening of 
the Reconstruction acts, were early adopted in each 
House, although that in the Senate was earnesily 
opposed by Sumner of Mass., who wished to open 
the way for general business. In the Senate, several 
bills on the subject of Reconstruction were intro- 
duced, by Wilson of Mass., Drake of Mo., Edmunds 
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of Vt.,and Frelinghuysen of N. J., and one by Sumner 
of Mass., similar to one introduced by him at the 
last session, for guaranteeing a republican form 
of government to every State. On the 8th, the Ju- 
diciary Committee reported back the bills on Recon- 
struction referred to it, and with them a new bill, 
declaring the intent of the previous acts to be that 
the military authority of the United States’ in the 
late rebellious S'ates is paramount to any civil gov- 
ernment existing therein; that the district com- 
manders, with the approval of the General of the 
army, shall have power to remove or suspend State 
or municipal officers; that boards of reyzistration 
shall decide whether persons are entitled to be regis- 
tered, and the oath shall not be conclusive; that the 
meaning of the oath is, that no one who bas been a 
member of a State Legislature, or bas held any ex- 
ecutive or judicial State office, and afterwards aided 
the rebellion, is entitled to vote; and that the time 
for regist(@Rtion may be extended to the lst of 10th 
month next, and the boards shall revise the registry 
lists prior to any ¢1l- ction. 

In the House, the admission of all but one of the 
members elect from Kentucky was objected to, on 
account of charges of disloyalty against them, and 
of allegations that the legal voters at the elections 
had been overpowered by those who had participated 
in the rebellion, and the matter was referred to the 
Committee on Elections. G. M. Adams, to whom no 
such exception was taken, was admitted to his seat. A 
new committee on Reconstruction was appointed, of 
nine members, viz.: Stevens, Boutwell, Biogham, 
Faroswortb, Hulburd of N. Y., Beaman, Paine, 
Pike and Brooke. Bills relative to Reconstruction 
were off red by Baker of Ill., Spalding of Obio, and 
Kelley of Pa., and the Committee on Reconstruction 
reported one on the 8th, declaring that the previous 
acts meant that the governments then existing in the 
rebel States were illegal and void. and if continued 
were to be subject to the military commanders ; that 
boards of registration shwll judge of the qualifications 
of applicants, the taking of the oath being only 
prima facie, not conclusive, evidence of right; that no 
civil court shall have jurisdiction of the proceedings 
of district commanders, or those acting by their au- 
thority; that no district commander shall be re- 
moved except by consent of the Senate, or unless he 
shall be dismissed from the army by sentence of 
court-martial, or shall be in arrest for an offence 
thus puni«bable, or be disabled by illness; and that 
the time for registration may be extended to 10\h mo. 
Ist. The bill, under the operation of the previous 
question, was passed the next day, yeas 119, nays 31. 
A number of bills and joint resolutions were intro- 
duced, among which was a Constitutional amend- 
ment, proposed by Ashley of Ohio, providing, among 
other things, that after 1876, all citizens of the 
United States attaining the age of 21 years, and all 
thereafter naturalized, shall be required as a qualifi- 
cation to vote, to read and write the English lan- 
guage; that no State shall make or enforce any law 
abridging the privileges or immunities of citizens, vor 
deny to any person the equal protection of the law; 
and that Representatives in Coagress shall be appor- 
tioned among the States, accordiog to population. A 
resolution, offered by Butler of Mass , was adopted, 
for a special committee to investigate all the circum- 
stances connected with the assassination of Presi- 
dent Lincoln, the testimony on that subject heretofore 
taken by the Judiciary Committee being re‘erred to 
it, and the Committee being empowered to report 
a bill granting amuesty to persons cognizant of the 
conspiracy and not already on trial or convicted for 
complicity, who sball give material and faithful evi- 
dence. Butler, Shellabarger, Julian, Ward and Ran- 
dall were appointed as the committee. 





